
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

BURGER BULLETIN MARCH 2017 

Mary O’Neill, Director 

Joe Valdivia, Assoc. Director, Lynn Sossi, Assoc. Director 
28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 

http://www.gardencityschools.com/BurgerSchool.cfm  
 

Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 

gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 

students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 

opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

                        
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Mar. 10 –  BTC Women’s and Men’s Clubs to 

                Forgotten Harvest; 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 

Mar.  16 –  Half Day; AM only 

Mar.  16 –  Conferences; appointment times 

     12:30 – 2:30 & 5:00 – 6:30 pm 

Mar. 24 –  Half Day; AM only 

Mar. 31 – Last day of 3
rd

 Marking Period 
 

Burger Talent Show/80's Party 
 

by Joseph Wirick 
 

The radical awesomeness of the 80's is heading 
to Burger Transition Center. It will be a variety 
show and a rockin' dance party all rolled up into 
one tubular event. You'll be jamming out to the 
greatest hits that defined the MTV generation 
along with some delicious treats to snack on.  
After a couple songs, Eric Hein will introduce a 
totally unique act. There will be 11 acts in total. 
The practices for these acts will take place each 
Friday in March in the Discovery Center during 
Lunch hour. Men's Club will be organizing the 
party and Mr. Brower and Mrs. Bonnau will 
organize the variety show. This wicked party 
rocket will blast off on Friday March 24th, 2017 
which is on a ½ day. It's going to be totally cool 
to the max! 

 

 

 

BASA Pizza Party! 
 

A good time was had by all at 

our BASA Pizza Party, thanks to the music of 

Donavan and the delicious pizza from Happy’s. 

Lots of new families and even some returning 

students that have graduated from the program 

came to join the fun. 

Thank you to the staff that came and served 

food and set up tables and got the word out to 

our families we are so lucky to have you. 

Autos for Autism is having their next meeting 

at the Golden Feather located at 29633 Ford 

Rd. in Garden City at 5:00 pm. An email blast 

will be going out with information. 
 

 
 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS ROOM A 27? 

by Room A 27 Baylor 

Room A 27 is traveling around the world! Our 

travels are taking us to Europe, Africa, Asia, 

Australia, South and North America. Gillian 

Thomas is looking forward to visiting Ireland. 

Keegan Glasel can’t wait to visit Egypt and 

study The Pyramids. Anthony Fera is anxious 

to visit Pope Francis in Italy. Other tourist 

include Andy Barnett, Sarah Gregory, Jared 

Bates, Miss Wendy and Miss Mary. 

Student passports will be stamped as we visit 

various countries and cities. 

 



 
 

Occupational Therapy Corner 
 

As occupational therapists, we are 
often asked how to help students build 
fine motor skills and improve 
handwriting. A key component of good 
fine motor skills and writing is having 
good posture and control at the 
shoulder in addition to building skills 
and strength within the hand. Here are 
some simple ideas to help your child 
build skills needed for success. For 
Posture and Shoulder Strength: 
 • Encourage good sitting posture 
during mealtimes, coloring, and table 
top play. If your child likes to slouch, 
encourage him/ her to sit up straight. 
Sometimes, the easiest way to do this 
is simply to make sure the chair is 
pulled all of the way up to the table.  
• Play ball! Balls come in lots of sizes 
and colors and there are so many 
activities that you can do with them. 
Roll a ball back and forth on the floor, 
play catch, or bounce it back and forth. 
Play an imitation game holding a ball 
over your head, behind your back, 
between your knees, etc. Using small 
balls will encourage one-handed 
activities while large balls will 
encourage use of both hands. Try 
both!  
• Practice writing, coloring and painting 
on an easel, wall, or back of a door. 
Tape your child’s current project up on 
the wall and have him or her work on it 
while it is hanging up. Having a child 
work on vertical surfaces can be very 
beneficial for helping to promote 
development of the hand and arm 

skills needed for pre-writing and 
writing. The act of reaching up 
promotes shoulder strength as well as 
development of proper wrist 
movements for writing.  
• Do chores! Functional activities build 
strength and endurance. Encourage 
your child to help carry in the 
groceries, put groceries on the 
shelves, put laundry away, use the 
vacuum, etc.  
• Increase your child’s arm strength, 
grip strength, and endurance by 
completing gross motor activities and 
weight bearing exercises involving the 
upper extremities such as 
wheelbarrow walks and animal walks 
(i.e., crabwalks, bear walks). For Hand 
Function:  
• Put coins into a piggy bank – pick up 
pennies with thumb, index and middle 
fingers, move the object from the 
fingertips to store it in the palm under 
the ring finger and small finger. Then, 
do the opposite moving one object at a 
time to release each one into a small 
container or coin slot.  
• Play with play dough. Use a plastic 
knife or plastic scissors to practice 
cutting.  
• Use tweezers to pick up cotton balls 
or craft balls.  
• Complete foam puzzles (they have 
added resistance).  
• Sort and seal different objects in 
Ziploc bags. Your occupational 
therapist is happy to provide you with 
additional exercises individualized to 
meet your child’s needs and increase 
their strength, stability, and endurance 
in order to progress them toward their 
goals.  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if 
you have questions on further 
exercises to complete at home.  
Thank you from your Occupational 
Therapists,  
Pamela Brown, Candace Papineau, 
Dawn Terry 



 

 
Fine Arts 

 

by Aaron Grove 
 

If you look up Fine Arts online it is 

defined as, “products that are 

appreciated primarily or solely for their 

imaginative, aesthetic, or intellectual 

content.” 

Fine Arts are activities that require great 

art skills and other kinds of skills that go 

along with those art products such as 

painting, staining, drawing, and even 

performing on stage and acting. It also 

requires great art accomplishments, too! 

Fine Arts can involve lots of different 

things, too, like acting for instance. You 

are like playing your parts in the movies 

as you play on stage and go along with 

the group in the play. 

Don't forget there is music along with 

the arts and architecture and you can 

play all the different songs along with it. 

It would be like maybe creating your 

own music. There is also poetry, 

ceramics, sculpture, and printmaking. In 

school we often call these arts and crafts. 

It can involve videos, photography, and 

even literature, too! 

There are even visual arts along with 

fine arts. They can involve videos 

because there is filmmaking with the arts 

so that you can make videos. They can 

be graphic designs too, which can be a 

whole lot of fun! My Fine Arts class is 

going to put on a play. We will be 

performing Beauty and the Beast. 

We sure have some great fun during fine 

arts time! 

 
 NINTENDO SWITCHNINTENDO SWITCHNINTENDO SWITCHNINTENDO SWITCH        by Brandon Davis  Oh boy, this is going to be exciting. Ladies and gentlemen, it is time for me to tell you that the new Nintendo game system is coming. For a long time, gamers have been wondering about this mysterious new system, originally known as NX. We weren't able to find out what it was until Oct. 20th, 2016. The first look gave us a chance to see what it looks like and what it can do. It even revealed its true name and that's the Nintendo Switch.  I've gathered about every piece of info about it from the presentation and I'll tell you all of that in this article. The Nintendo Switch has the D.N.A. of every system Nintendo ever created; from the NES (Nintendo Entertainment System) to the Wii U. It has three game styles to the system: T.V. mode, Tabletop mode, and Handheld mode. With it, you can play wherever and whenever you want to play. When you want to play away from the T.V., you simply remove the system from the Nintendo Switch dock. It has a touchable screen, too. You'll be able to have wireless multiplay, thanks to the Wi-Fi. The battery life for this system last for 2 ½ to 6 ½ Hrs. be sure you charge it with the USB Type C or the AC adapter. 



Every game system has game controllers and the Nintendo Switch is no exception. For this one, it's the twin-game controllers, known as the Joy-Cons. You can use Amiibo data with it. Like the Wii remote, the Joy-Cons have motion controls, a home button, and wrist straps. The square button is called the Screen Shot button. This allows you to capture some images or videos while playing the game. Each Joy-Con can be use as an individual controller, so it's like 2-in-1. Each one also has L and R buttons as well. Other Joy-Con features include an I.R. Camera and the H.D. Rumble, which has a more realistic rumbling. They fit in the palm of your hand and they’re fun to use. They come in gray, neon red, and neon blue. Nintendo are working on some new games for the Nintendo Switch and 50 other game developers/companies are working on some games for it, as well. There are 80 games in development. Some games include: 1,  2  Switch, Arms, Splatoon 2, Super Mario Odyssey, Sonic Mania, Project Sonic 2017, Legend Of Zelda: Breath Of The Wild, Mario Kart 8 DELUXE, Xenobalde 2, and more. Each of the Nintendo Switch packages will include the Nintendo Switch console, the L&R Joy-Con, the Joy-Con wrist-straps, the Joy-Con grip, the Nintendo Switch dock, the HDMI cable, and the AC adapter. Others accessories, like the Nintendo Switch pro controller, carrying cases, screen-protectors, headphones, earbuds, and the Joy-Con wheel will be sold separately.  For those parents whose child might be playing too much or don’t like what they're 

playing, there's the Nintendo Switch Parental Control app available at the App store. Why do I have a feeling I'm going to regret this? Anyway, with all of those features, I have a feeling it's going to be a massive hit. I'm going to try and get it as soon as it comes out. Speaking of which, the release date is March 3rd, 2017 and the price is $299.99.  
 
 

 
 

St. Patrick 
 

by Maziko Chimbayo 

St. Patrick was a 5th-century Roman-

British Christian missionary and bishop 

in Ireland. He is the patron saint of 

Ireland and there is holiday on March 

17
th

 that honors him. Much of what is 

known about St. Patrick comes from the 

Declaration, which is believed to be 

written by Patrick himself. It states that 

he was born into a Roman British 

family. His father was a deacon and his 

grandfather was a priest in the Christian 

church. According to the Declaration, at 

the age of sixteen he was kidnapped by 

Irish raiders and taken as a slave to 

Ireland. It says that he spent six years 

there working as a shepherd and that 

during this time he “found God”. He is 

represented by a shamrock because he is 

said to have used the clover to represent 

the Holy Trinity in his teachings. 

 

 


